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Heating Energy Assistance Team, Inc.
Executive Director & Board Chairman’s Letter

Dear Friends, Supporters and Partners,

As we reflect on 2025, we do so with profound gratitude and optimism. It has been a year of significant growth, leader-
ship transitions, and extraordinary impact for the Heating Energy Assistance Team (HEAT). Thanks to the unwavering support
of our donors, partners, volunteers and advocates, we strengthened our ability to serve vulnerable Georgians while remain-
ing steadfast in our mission to promote health, comfort and safety through essential energy assistance.

This year marked an important chapter in HEAT's history as we welcomed new leaders to guide the organization into the
future. We were honored to add three distinguished individuals to our board of directors: State Representatives Dr. Jas-
mine Clark and Matthew Gambill, as well as Tiffany Gilstrap, manager of credit, collections and energy
assistance at Southern Company Gas. Their expertise, dedication and commitment to service bring valuable perspec-
tives that will help advance our mission and strengthen our impact in communities across Georgia.

HEAT also experienced a successful transition in board leadership. We are pleased to recognize our newly elected offi-
cers, all of whom are longtime supporters and champions of HEAT’s work. Don Brazil was elected chairman of the board,
Matthew Schlosser was elected vice chairman, and Katherine Bows Taylor was elected secretary. We are also for-
tunate that James Tiernan, chief financial officer of Gas South, continues his dedicated service as HEAT’s
treasurer, providing valuable financial stewardship and organizational continuity. Together, this accomplished leadership
team is committed to ensuring HEAT remains a trusted resource for Georgians facing energy insecurity.

Another significant milestone occurred during the first quarter of 2025 with the appointment of Nichelle Mitchem
Adamson as HEAT's executive director. Nichelle is an attorney and nonprofit executive with more than two decades of
experience leading organizations dedicated to improving the quality of life for vulnerable children, youth and families. Her
extensive leadership experience, strategic vision and passion for service have already strengthened HEAT's capacity to meet
growing community needs while positioning the organization for continued success.

While organizational growth and leadership transitions were important accomplishments, the true measure of our success
lies in the lives we touched. In 2025, HEAT served a record number of vulnerable Georgians and distributed more
than $660,000 in energy assistance to households struggling to maintain essential utility service. Behind every grant is
a story of a senior citizen able to remain safely in their home, a family keeping their children warm during the winter months
or an individual facing hardship who found hope and stability through community support. These outcomes represent more
than financial assistance; they represent dignity, compassion and the collective commitment of caring people across our state.

Since our founding in 1983, HEAT's mission has remained clear: to promote the health, comfort and safety of
Georgia residents through essential energy assistance. As energy costs and economic pressures continue to chal-
lenge vulnerable households, our commitment to serving those most in need remains stronger than ever.

Our partnerships are the cornerstone of our success. The vital work of HEAT is only possible because of the unwaver-
ing support of corporate partners, utility companies, community action agencies, government organizations, churches, civic
groups and generous individual donors. Together, we form a powerful network that delivers hope, warmth and stability to
Georgians when they need it most.

Your contributions help us expand our reach and provide direct assistance to individuals and families facing difficult
circumstances. Because of your generosity, vulnerable Georgians can maintain essential utility service, remain safely in their
homes, and focus on building a brighter future.

As we look ahead, we remain inspired by what can be accomplished when communities unite around a shared purpose.
We are excited about the opportunities before us and confident that, working together, we can continue to advance our vision
of ensuring that every Georgian has a warm and safe place to call home.

Thank you for your continued partnership, trust and support. We are honored to serve alongside you and look forward
to continuing this important work together in the years to come.

With gratitude,

Dex Broail Nichelle Mitohom Adamson

Don Brazil Nichelle Mitchem Adamson, JD
Chairman of the Board Executive Director
Heating Energy Assistance Team (HEAT) Heating Energy Assistance Team (HEAT)
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OUR MISSION OUR VISION

To promote the health, comfort and All Georgians have a warm
safety of Georgia communities and safe place to call home.
through essential energy assistance.

WHAT WE DO

Essential energy assistance is our strategic focus.

As Georgia’s oldest statewide fuel fund, HEAT is committed to providing energy
assistance, ensuring the health, comfort and safety of our most vulnerable
communities. For over 40, years, HEAT has ensured Georgia families and

individuals maintain access to essential energy services by providing financial
aid to fully cover these much-needed utilities.



Board of Directors

Don Brazil Matthew Schlosser Katherine Bows Taylor James M. Tiernan
Chairman Vice Chairman Secretary Treasurer
Retired IT executive Director, B2B Markets Marketing, Communications Chief Financial Officer
Bounteous @ Atlanta, GA Georgia Natural Gas/SouthStar and Brand Consultant Gas South @ Atlanta, GA
Energy Services ® Atlanta, GA K.B. Taylor Marketing, LLC
o Atlanta, GA
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Dr. Jasmine Clark

Matthew Gambill Tiffany Gilstrap Tim Hallmark Mike Jewell

State Rep. (D108); State Rep. (D15); Business ~ Manager of Credit, Chief Sales Officer Natural Gas Director
Asst. Teaching Professor Development Manager Collections and Consolidated Pipe City of Covington
Emory University Parrish Construction Energy Assistance & Supply Co,, Inc. e Covington, GA

e Gwinnett County Group @ Cartersville, GA Southern Company Gas e Lawrenceville, GA

e Atlanta, GA

Rachel Reaid Sandra Rhodes Ira Shucker
Senior Meeting Planner Manager, Affiliate Principal

Municipal Gas Authority  and Residential Programs  Shucker & Associates
of Georgia @ Dallas, GA  SCANA Energy o Atlanta, GA

® Augusta, GA

Bill Thornton
Deputy Executive Director,
Member Services and
Operational Support
Georgia Municipal
Association @ Atlanta, GA
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76%

Increase in assistance

since 2024

Community
partners

643,667 $776,013 $99,985



THANKS TO OUR VALUED
COMMUNITY & GOVERNMENT PARTNERS

Municipality Contributors Through Customer Donations

City of Adairsville City of Eatonton City of Sylvania
City of Americus City of Hartwell City of Sylvester
City of Austell City of Madison City of Thomson
City of Blakely City of Monticello City of Tifton
City of Cochran City of Perry City of Toccoa
City of Claxton City of Royston City of Waynesboro
City of Covington City of Social Circle City of Winder
City of Dublin City of Statesboro
Faith-Based Contributors Nonprofit Partners

Ben Hill United Methodist Church
Berean Christian Church
Christian Faith Church
Hindu Temple of Atlanta
House of God - Church of God in Christ
Immaculate Conception Catholic Church
Nu-Hope Baptist Church of Laurens County
Peace Lutheran Church, Tifton, Ga
Ridge Avenue Church of Christ
Spirit and Truth International Worship Center

GFWC
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Georgia Community Action Agency Partners

) ~ Through a statewide network of 20 community action agencies serving all 159
y VA Georgia Community . . . . ..
% - Georgia counties, HEAT can extend its reach into local communities and ensure
ct’on assistance is delivered efficiently, equitably, and close to home. These agencies
ASSOCIATION . AP .
HELPING PEOPLE, CHANGING LIVES, provide valuable local expertise, identify eligible households, process applica-

IMPROVING COMMUNMITIES . . .
tions and help ensure that available resources reach those most in need.

HEAT’s partnership with the Georgia Community Action Association and the
Georgia Division of Family and Children Services (DFCS) enables the organiza-
tion to provide consistent and reliable assistance to households facing energy
emergencies throughout Georgia. By leveraging this established network, HEAT
can effectively respond to community needs while maintaining a strong local
presence in every region of the state.

* Central Savannah River Area Action Authority, Inc. Opportunity Council, Inc.
Economic Opportunity * Economic Opportunity Authority ¢  Ninth District Opportunity, Inc.
Authority, Inc. for Savannah-Chatham County ¢ North Georgia Community

e Clayton County Community Areaq, Inc. Action, Inc.

Services Authority, Inc. * Enrichment Services Program, * Southwest Georgia Community
¢ Coastal Plain Area EOA, Inc. Inc. Action Council, Inc.

* Partnership For Community * Heart of Georgia Community * Tallatoona Community Action
Action, Inc. Action Council, Inc. Partnership, Inc.

* Fulton-Atlanta Community *  Macon-Bibb County Economic * Action, Inc.
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BECOME A CORPORATE SPONSOR

To learn more, please email Nichelle Mitchem at nmitchem@heatga.org.
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To learn more, please email Nichelle Mitchem at nmitchem@heatga.org.




HEAT’s Impact

h f I I f 2 2 Tanisha, a mother and new grand-
In t e a O o Jy mother, had her adult daughter and
infant grandson move in with her. Her daughter Claire had been forced to quit her job as
a teacher’s aide because she was unable to afford childcare with her salary. Without any-
one to stay at home with the baby, Claire could not work, so Claire and her six-month-old
son, Keith, had moved in with Tanisha to be able to afford their bills. The salary Tanisha
earned in her career as a speech therapist had always allowed her to support herself and
help her daughter. Then, Tanisha lost her job due to an expired license.

Neither she nor her employers’ administrators realized that her license was set to ex-
pire due to an agency miscommunication, and once she was no longer certified, she found
herself unable to work. The expiration meant that she had to apply for her license as if
she was a new applicant, and the pre-existing backlog in the system caused the process
to drag on for months.

With both Tanisha and Claire out of work, how would they pay their bills and care for
Keith?

Without any income coming in, Tanisha quickly ran through her savings to support her
family. By the winter of 2025, the money had finally run out, and she realized that she
would not be able to pay her gas bill.

Tanisha could not allow her infant grandson to live in a home without heat or hot wa-
ter, so she called her gas company to see what could be done. Luckily, her gas company
referred her to HEAT, and the HEAT team was able to provide Tanisha with the assistance
she needed to pay her gas bill, allowing her to keep her infant grandson and her family
warm this winter.

“HEAT is a lifesaver. It helps me sleep at night knowing that there is an organization
out there to help people in need,” Tanisha said of her experience with HEAT.

She is incredibly grateful for the assistance that she received, especially since it was
her first time working with any assistance organization. “My grandson is six months old.
| can’t imagine taking care of a child that age without heat or hot water. HEAT’s donors
truly are heaven-sent.”

While waiting to get her license, Tanisha was able to find work as a drama teacher
with an after-school mentoring program for children. After four months, she was finally
able to get her license back so she could return to her career as a speech therapist and go
back to fully supporting her family.

Tanisha’s story has a happy ending, but there are thousands of
Georgia families struggling with their gas bills due to no fault of
their own.

Everyone needs help sometimes, and some more than others.
Your donations go along way in helping an elderly, disabled grand-
mother take a hot shower or helping a single mother of four keep
her children warm, fed and bathed.

Please consider donating by using the QR code on this page.




THANKS TO OUR VALUED FRIENDS & DONORS

Vincent Brownbill

Julie Jacobson

Lauren Pearle

William Thompson

Levi Perry

Timothy Ramey

Christine Smith

Elizabeth Land

Joseph Molyson

Sharon Kinsman

Julio Matias

Doug & Cheryl Adams
Charles & Kathleen Anderson
Diana Ballard

Patsy Battle

Charles & Barbara Beall
Linda Bitley

William Brockington Il
Lyndy Broder

Andria Carns

Jennifer Carver

Virginia Cook

Jayne Crawford

Brenda & Charles Durham
David & Margarette Dye
Dr. Wallace & Barbara Edwards
Jo Hamby

Phyllis Hardin

William Hargrove llI

Jay Harvey

Carla Holt

Marshall James

Susan Keller

Steven Kish

Charles & Ronnie Koppelman

Patricia Kuipers
Salvatore & Catherine Lanuto
Kenneth & Karen Lennox
Mary Anne Linsenmayer
Mary Manhardt

Mary Marwitz

Dr. Alfred Mazur

Angela McDaniel

Donna McDaniel

Mary McDonald

Shelby Melnik

Lucy Molinaro

Kay New

Reade Nimick

Bill & Cynthia Parker
Krista Pezold

Gary Quarles

Mark & Dianne Quick
Atlanta Woman’s Club
Dr. Daniel Rendleman

& Raymond Malo

David & Lynn Rumfelt
Joseph & Theda Stuart
Kathleen Temple
Michael & Marianne Trull
Sara Tweedell

Delores Watts

Margaret Weber-Levine
Mary B. Williams
Shelley Patterson
Margaret Graham
Marjorie Lynch

Jo Ann Collins

James & Susan Higgins
Judith Jones



THANKS TO OUR VALUED FRIENDS & DONORS

Carol King

Theresa Kodrowski

Chris Marr

James Martin

Wade & Gwendolyn Rakes
Donald & Carol Reser
Elizabeth Scott

Raphael Semmes

Linda Starr

Gary & Lanna Swindler
Stan & Margie Tullos
George Wentworth
Patricia Young

Mitchell Sivas

Dr. Edwina D. Shealy
Aladien Fadel

Nancy Ahmadi

Robert & Peggy Birdsong
Katherine Bows Taylor
Jack Brady

David Caron

Lynda Cunningham
Madonna & Paul Engle
Sharna & Michael Epstein
Medina Franzen

Angelo & Gloria Hunter
Barbara & Thomas Kiernan
Dr. & Daniel King

Steve & Bonnie Kish

Julia Knox-Hudson
Hadley Lowy

Todd & Linda Martinez
Sylvia Morris
Rudrakumar Patel

Betty Porter

Kathleen Rodriguez
Olivia Rollins

Leslie Sinyard

Nancy Koughan

Steven Burdette

Lynn Walston

Cheryl Tyree

Gary Kolb

Brian Wingrove

Nancy Hardy

Kristi Nissalke

Beverly Anderson

Carol Daniel

Daniel Guill

Chauncey & Theresa Jordan
Steven Kish

James & Karen Renehan
Nancy Stenzel

Michael & Shanon Willard
John & Julia Yeargin
Kristi Arrington

Sharon Walker

Cheryl Linden

Reba Bailey

Rachael Barbee

Sandra Benefield

Jack Brady

Sara Brayman

Norbert & Barbara Braza
Marian Burge
Rosemarie Burns

Frank Butterfield
Andrea Caldwell

Clara Calloway

Sandra Clarke



THANKS TO OUR VALUED FRIENDS & DONORS

Benjamin & Karen Copeland
Trudy Cox

Donald Dedmon
Margaret Defino
Dorothy & William Drury
Sharon Duke

Francine Dykes

Marilyn Eigen
Babatunde & Deola Fariyike
Michael Feeney

Penny Foote

Jacqueline Francis
Patricia Hewitt

Robert Hooks

Barbara Hund

Joyce James

Judith Jones

Howard Joseph

Elsie Karatassos
Elizabeth Kemp

Steven Kish

ET & Louise Laird

Nancy Lazard

Hadley Lowy

Robert & Debra Mailloux
Gerald & Carol Marlin
Patrick McEvoy

Barbara McKay

Shelby Melnik

Patricia Olson

Ronnie & Melinda Padgett
Carl & Susan Papp

Mark Pope

Betty Porter

James Reed

Richard Reinhold

Sherry Richardson

Myra Rissmiller

Rev. Sam Rogers

Todd & Travis Rudy

Gail Russell

Cathy Seifert

Dr. Thomas Skafidas
Pamela Stanescu

Gary & Lanna Swindler
Janet Thompson

Edward True

Trudie Wade

Mr. & Mrs. Donnie Weeks
Esther Williams

Larry Williams

Gordon Wilson

Gregory & Selina Wright
Bennye Young

Karen Orellana

Alison Altman

Joe Blankenship

Linda Chapla

Richard & Sharon Dimenna
Leigh Ann Fowler
Michael Hanson

Debbie Ingersoll

Jerry Kelly

Steven Kish

Susan Mead

Dr. Dretler & Muffie Michaelson
Vicki Sanders

Nancy Ryan

Richard Rudy

Connie Lyman



THANKS TO OUR VALUED FRIENDS & DONORS

Lucy & Alan Hinman
Jack Abbott Jr.

Paula Christie

Sharon Clark

Sandra Clarke

Samuel Coleman

David & Margarette Dye
Susan Edelman

Steven Kish

Michael & Rose Levitan
Nancy G. Lewis

Todd & Linda Martinez
Sylvia McCullough
Patrick McEvoy

Kathleen Rodriguez
Nancy Simerly

Ponie & Sallie D. Sistrunk Jr.
Timothy & Sieglinde Stutts
Christina Teague
Geraldine Wynn
Hyacinth Young

Mary Jane Brisbane
Richard Bednarczyk
Maxine Denniston

Meg Dowd

Homer French

Debbie Ingersoll

Philip & Susana Kyle
John McCarty

William & Sandra Meyer
Kimberly Moore

Carl & Carol Obenland
Loretta Scott

Carolyn Vignery

Sandra Weaver

James Westbrooks

Otis Johnson

Jacqueline Murray
George Chandler
Michelle Williams
JudyAnn Thibodeau
Lillian Woolf

David Godfrey

William Cartwright
George Douglas

Nina Gooch

Winthrop Johns

Marcine Johnson

William & Betty Pool
David & Lynn Rumfelt
Valerie Wages

John & Julia Yeargin
Edward & Marietta Burgess
David Cathey

Kenneth Gardner
Michael Gaul

Kathi Gregory

John Jagger

Bruce & Sharalene Kile
Thomas Koch

Laura Pokalsky

Olivia Rollins

David & Melissa Thibodeau
Sharon Walker

Maxine Denniston
Virginia Cook

Benjamin & Karen Copeland
Sharna & Michael Epstein
Patricia Fenison

A. J. & Carol Gabrius



THANKS TO OUR VALUED FRIENDS & DONORS

David Graham

M. Boyd Hinnant Jr.
Steven Kish

Stephen & Brenda Krueger
Cheryl Linden

Harold Schraibman
Ward & Regina Simonton
Donald Houze

Leslie McGivney
Nancy Brim

William Cartwright
James & Kathy Erdy
Mary Hutcherson

R. Bruce King

Steven Kish

Todd & Linda Martinez
Kathleen Rodriguez
Raphael Semmes
James Tiernan

Neal Audet

William Hargrove Il
Carol Littge

Barbara Reel

Dr. Thomas Skafidas
John & Julia Yeargin
Anand Garlapati
Dorothy Swindle

Lew Lefton

Joseph Rich

Meredith Oakley
Scarlott Cagle

Pearl Cole

Josephine Adams
Kenneth & Susan Barker
Diane Barnsley

David & Margarette Dye
Elizabeth Finley
Vanessa Hawkins
Rachael Henderson
Ruth Hill

William Hoskyn

Steven Kish

Philip Levine

Harry Lowe

Mattie McCoy

Raphael Semmes

Susan Spence

Gregory & Selina Wright
Yung-Yi Mosley

Roberta Winnicki
Suzette Quarles

Sandra Rhodes

Pamela Buzbee

Margo Foster

Don Brazil

Shad Sterling

Kevin & Janet Kerr
Jerry & Anne Allen
Alison Altman

Juliette Amey

John Bass

Carl Bergmann

Jack Brady

Clara Calloway

Sharon Clark

Benjamin & Karen Copeland
Thomas Crews

Donald Dedmon
Rebecca Durst

James & Libby Hamilton



THANKS TO OUR VALUED FRIENDS & DONORS

Daniel & Judith Hardy
Dr. Wayne Hoffman
Valerie Kelleher
Steven Kish

John & Bridget Kratt

Salvatore & Catherine Lanuto

Sandra Oakley

Anne Prince

James Riley

Theresa & Stanley Robinson
Don & Annie Rogers
Olivia Rollins

Laura Schaffer

Carol Taber

Lynn Walston

David & Raeanne Watkins
Dr. Janet Tyler

Ann Christensen

Tracy Glover

Gail Kaneko

Daryl & Martha Knox
Barbara Patterson

June Brown

Patricia & Lynn Degrote
Matthew Schlosser

Ira Shucker

Richard & Sharon Dimenna
Susan Edelman

Sherry McFarland

Richard Reinhold

John & Carol Stoy

Julie Kirby

Angie Lyons

Elizabeth Mitchell

Michael & Marianne Trull

Rachael Barbee

Norbert & Barbara Braza
Diane & John Dotson
Nancy Ford

Gary & Vickie Lackey
Christina Teague

Nancy Ahmadi

Jeanene Bishop

William Boyd

Lisa Brown

Dr. Charles W. & Tammy Brunson
Edward & Marietta Burgess
Shirley Burk

Robert & Mollie Childs
Celeste Condit

Joseph & Mary Nelle Connelly
William Cowles

Sharyls Crisafulli

Johnny & Karen Cummings
William & Betty Daniel
Paul & Gail Davis

Brenda & Charles Durham
Luella English

Edge Farley

Robin Farrow

James Ferrara

Farris Goodrum

Jethro Gregory lll

Janet Holland

Regina Horton

Martha Hughes

Barbara Jabat

John Jagger

Carmen Johnson

Blaine Keitel



THANKS TO OUR VALUED FRIENDS & DONORS

Kevin & Janet Kerr
Oleta Kimball

Roland & Bertha King
Sidney Kirschner

Laurie Long

Marye Lord

Hadley Lowy

Thomas E Marshall
Todd & Linda Martinez
Christina Mason

Kay New

Tobias & Elsie Onuoha
James Parsons

Libby & Richard Penn
William & Betty Pool

Ed & Ivanhya Prior
Edward & Frances Riley
Arlisa Robinson
Kathleen Rodriguez
Thomas Smyth
Meuangma Souvannarath
Arthur Sparks

& Michael & Shanon Willard
Sheilah Williams

Lamar & Twila Willis
Anthony & Coralia Alba
Richard Bednarczyk
Charles & Marie Brame
Maxine Denniston
David & Margarette Dye
Evelyn Middleton

Carl & Hazel Ratliff
Priscilla Trout

Eunice Antoine

William Cartwright

Lilia Chopra

J Marvin Helms

Karen & Lawrence Jeffords
Jenkins Tonlie Fund
Peggy Mosier

Evelyn Newton

Terrell & Debra Rutland
Etta Lynn Scott

Jean Anderson

Gloria Brown

Jennifer Carver

Susan Keller

Robert & Diane McDaniel
June Poole

David & Lynn Rumfelt
Dale Schwanbeck

David & Melissa Thibodeau
Edward True

Margaret Weber-Levine
Louise Weyer

Robert Bell Jr.

Susan Carrauthers
Phyllis Jones

John & Louise Sallstrom
Horace Williams

Ruth Clark

Dorothy Royal

Stan & Margie Tullos
Sarah Clancy

Judith Fogle

Justo Luis & Catherine Gonzalez
Mark & Dianne Quick
Edward & Wilma Smith
Janet Stanford
Josephine Adams



THANKS TO OUR VALUED FRIENDS & DONORS

Marshall James

Winthrop Johns

Susanne Ross & Judy Thompson
Audra Pender

Mary B. Williams

Kyra Huggins

Barbara & Thomas Kiernan
Larry Williams

Charles & Ronnie Koppelman
Benjamin Simon

Jayne Crawford

Gregory Gay

Debbie Ingersoll

Janet Thompson

Anne Dantzler

Mary Anne Linsenmayer
Douglas & Lyn Romine
Raphael Semmes

David & Sharon Rensberger
Amy Robinson

Disclaimer

Margaret Cooper

Shawn Hutchinson
Michael & Rose Levitan
James Mahoney

J. Fred & Elizabeth Davis
John Fee

Percy Jones

James & Bonnie Stanford
Bruce Williams

John & Julia Yeargin
James Abson

Steven Kish

Rudrakumar Patel

Jean Preston

Cynthia Ulevich

Earl Williamson

Collage Salon

Tri Tech Roofing & Coatings, Inc.
Simplified Innovations, Inc.
Multiple Unknown Donors

The names and contributions of community funders, partners, and donors
listed in this report reflect the information available to HEAT at the time of
publication. While every effort has been made to ensure accuracy and
completeness, the list may not be exhaustive or entirely error-free. We
extend our heartfelt thanks to all supporters, recognized in print or
otherwise, for their invaluable contributions to our mission.



Let’s keep Georgia warm together.

EVERY DONATION MAKES A DIFFERENCE

Millions of famililes are forced to choose between hot meals or hot showers,
medicine or a warm home. Heating Energy Assistance Team, Inc. (HEAT)
assists these families, but we cannot do it without your help. Support HEAT
with a tax-deductible financial contribution today and your gift will
immediately help our communities in need.

CONSIDER BECOMING A MONTHLY SUPPORTER

Recurring gifts are critical to our sustainability while
helping us plan ahead to provide essential energy assisance
to our neighbors most in need across Georgia.

Heating Energy Asisstance Team, Inc. « PO. Box 849 ¢ Smyrna, GA 30081 ¢ info@heatga.org



